
  Project Proposal Form (PPF) 

 

Project Name: Wildhorse Project PPF 

Proponent Program: Omak/Nespelem District Forestry Date: 3/14/19 

Contact Name: Shay Logue Phone #: 634-2565 
 

Location (i.e., address, local landmarks, etc.): 

The Wildhorse Project is located approximately 12 miles northwest of Nespelem, WA; and 

approximately 20 miles southeast of Omak, WA. The Project boundary includes the following 

Watershed Management Units (WMU): all of the Kartar Creek WMU (WMU #14-6); all of the 

Smith Condon CRK WMU (WMU #14-07); all of the Harrison CRK WMU (WMU #14-08); and 

all of the Columbia River 25 WMU (WMU #14-25). The north boundary of the Project is the 

west to east ridgeline that divides the Upper Omak Creek WMU from the Kartar Creek River 

WMU.  Most of the Project’s east boundary is the north to south ridgeline separating 

Harrison Creek WMU form Coyote Creek 1 WMU.  A small portion of the east boundary is the 

separation line between the Columbia River 25 WMU and the Coyote Creek 1 WMU.  The 

southern boundary roughly follows the Columbia River Road.  The western boundary of the 

Project area is the boundary between Nason Creek WMU and Kartar Creek WMU.  A lesser 

portion of the western boundary that contains mostly non-forested lands is the boundary between 

Columbia River 25 WMU and Goose Flats WMU.     

 

Legal Descriptions: 
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Desired Project Start Date and Estimated Duration: 

A start date for the Project Implementation phase is the Spring of 2020, during the third or fourth 

quarter of Fiscal Year 2020. The duration of the project is approximately 3 to 4 years. 

 

What is the proposed project?  (Please be as detailed as possible, including a description of all 

roads, utilities, or other infrastructure to be built as a part of the project) 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Wildhorse Project encompasses 39,923 acres; of which 34,515acres is the total amount in 

Tribal Trust land status. The Tribal Trust land status acreage was calculated by summing up 

the total acreage for the Tribal Trust land, Tribal Allotment land, Tribal Purchase (i.e. Norwood 

Properties) land, and Tribal Reserve land (i.e. Lookout) The amount of acreage in FEE land 

status is 5,408 acres.  The following is the Tribal Trust land aforementioned broken down into 

the Tribal Trust land categories: 2,920 acres is Tribal Trust Allotment land; 31,595 acres is 

Tribal Trust land; 0 acres is Tribal Purchase land, former Norwood FEE Properties, that has 

been converted to Tribal Trust land; and 40 acres is Tribal Reserve land. 

 

At the pre-Synthesis Phase of the IRMP process, Omak/Nespelem District Forestry proposes to 

silviculturally treat 118 blocks, totaling 7,900 acres; to improve the overall Forest Health of 

forest stands within the project area. This aforementioned acreage amount includes silvicultural 

treatments on areas where timber harvest will occur and areas where timber harvest will not 

occur.  At this time, the total amount of Potential Treatment Blocks with Timber Harvest is 



40 blocks, totaling 3,214 acres. OND Forestry proposes to commercially harvest timber on 

3,000 to 3,214 acres; to reach the OND Forestry goal of achieving 11.9 Million Board Feet of 

Timber Resources. Furthermore, the total amount of Treatment Blocks without Timber 

Harvest is 78 Blocks, totaling 4,686acres for Forest Health Improvements. The aforementioned 

acreage amount includes both Tribal Trust lands and the Tribal Trust Allotment lands.  

 

The Forest Health strategies and priorities are:  

 

1) to reduce the overall impacts of Dwarf Mistletoe to forest stands dominated by ponderosa pine 

and western larch, to acceptable Mistletoe Hawksworth rating levels that will improve the health 

and growth of the individual trees & eventually the overall health of forest stands. Especially 

forest stands adjacent to existing plantations, where overstory trees adjacent to the plantation are 

full of Dwarf Mistletoe, and the seedlings and saplings in the plantation are at risk of getting 

infected with Dwarf Mistletoe. Another example is Regeneration Treatments, where the newly 

established, natural seedlings and saplings of all species; may become infected by Dwarf 

Mistletoe from overstory trees within the forest stand.    

2) to thin stands of commercial and non-commercial forest consisting of a current, desirable mix 

of seral-species to desirable basal area and/or trees per acre, stocking levels, and weed out trees 

showing dwarf mistletoe; to provide a vigorous, healthy forest stands into the future;  

3) to convert unhealthy forest stands with the current species composition is dominant to mainly 

Douglas-fir, especially when the Douglas-fir stands are showing signs and symptoms of Root-

Rot diseases, and/or the severity of the Dwarf Mistletoe in the Douglas-fir is unmanageable; to a 

mixed species composition of mostly western larch and ponderosa pine; with a scattered 

composition of Douglas-fir, and Engelmann Spruce.  

 

After a more thorough field review of these PPF Treatment Blocks by the 3P Team, Natural 

Resource Managers, and Public Comment and Review; the Final Block Layer may change, if any 

issues or concerns are brought forward to remove some particular blocks. At this time, the 3P 

team should concentrate their efforts on these identified blocks and provide feedback or data to 

the project lead as soon as possible, so modification(s) or mitigation to the project can occur. 

 

GOAL        The overall project objective is to provide healthy, managed and maintained forest                            

for the future multiple utilization and benefits of the tribal membership 

 

Most of the main transportation system is already in place, and will require mostly minor road 

reconstruction, and some major road reconstruction of existing roads will be needed, culvert 

replacements, and development of turnarounds, pullouts, landings, spurs, and skid trails to 

accommodate the timber harvest activity.  Within the Wildhorse Project boundary, the total 

amount of existing roads is 233 miles. At this time in the NEPA process, approximately                                                        

95 miles of existing roads, including BIA Roads will be utilized for logging operations, and 

some kind of road reconstruction work will occur. The total amount of BIA roads within the 

Project’s boundary is 64 miles; of that 44.5 miles will be used.   

 

 

 

 



The proposal will enhance the health and productivity of individual forest stands for both short-

term and long-term by implementing forest management activities. In order to accomplish the 

forest health objectives, the identified silvicultural treatments will do the following: 1) Insect 

activity, primarily bark beetle attacks on susceptible conifer species, will be managed by 

reducing the overall stocking of the forest stand by harvesting merchantable trees of commercial 

value to acceptable stocking level to reduce the risk of potential bark beetle activity from 

occurring, hence the stand of trees has the ability to fight of insect attacks. The treatments to thin 

forest stand to a desirable stocking level such as Commercial Thinning and Improvement Cuts 

act as a precursory measure to prevent bark beetle activity in the future; 2) Reduce the negative 

impact(s) from current Insect and Disease problems, particularly Dwarf Mistletoe, bark beetle 

infected trees, and root-rot disease pockets by removing the trees identified as being infected and 

the most susceptible conifer species to a particular insect or disease concern. In other words, to 

reduce the spread of Dwarf Mistletoe, infected trees will be removed, and trees in the stand that 

don’t show visible Dwarf Mistletoe will be favored and left on site. Another treatment to reduce 

the effect(s) of Root-rot disease pockets will take place by removing the most-susceptible conifer 

species to the particular Root-rot disease, and favor the least-susceptible conifer species by either 

planting or marking the preferred species to leave on site.  

 

 

To accomplish and reach the Desirable Future conditions, the Wildhorse Proposal will utilize 

timber harvest, natural regeneration when feasible, planting of preferred conifer species, thinning 

applications, and Broadcast Burning to improve the current forest conditions.  

The implementation of Broadcast Burn and/or Under Burn and Excavator/Scarification/Pile will 

be utilized as tools to enhance and thin saplings to pole-size trees, remove Dwarf Mistletoe 

infected saplings and pole-size trees, reduce competing vegetation, improve habitat of fire 

dependent species, enhance habitat for wildlife, and prepare the site for re-establishment of 

preferred species of conifers. The treatments as previously described will incorporate 

silvicultural systems to address the control of insects (beetles) and disease (dwarf mistletoes & 

root rot) by incorporating harvesting with site preparation methods and slash treatments to 

accomplish the objectives. 

 

Forest Development activities include Pre-Commercial Thin (PCT); slashing and/or weeding of 

undesirable species; lop and scatter of the slash created from forest management activities; 

excavator scarification/pile, burning of excavator and landing piles, Under Burn and/or 

Broadcast Burn of regeneration method blocks for site preparation to implement artificial 

regeneration (i.e. planting of desired species of seedlings) and establishment of natural 

regeneration.  

 

The PCT treatment will thin overly dense forested areas of sub-merchantable timber to 

approximately 12 to 18 feet spacing specifications to provide improved growing opportunities 

for the dominant and co-dominant trees and healthier, forest stand conditions by reducing the 

competition for limited resources of water, sunlight, and nutrients.  For example the dominant 

and co-dominant trees will be left on-site using a specified species preference such as: 1) western 

larch; 2) ponderosa pine; 3) Douglas-fir; 4) Engelmann spruce.  

 

 



TREATMENT DESCRIPTION 

 

The goals of the Forest Management Treatments are: 

 

 Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire, and insect and disease outbreaks 

 Protect safety of people, property, tribal and natural resources 

 Promote the stand structure and species composition described in the Plan for Integrated 

Resource Management (PIRM) 2015. 

 Improve the overall forest stand health for the project area. 

 Protect and promote management of cultural vegetation, particularly cultural plants that 

have been identified to occur in the project area. 

 Provide a revenue source for the Colville Tribe to support their services to the Tribal 

Membership.  

 

Proposed Silvicultural Treatments (identified on the enclosed map) 

 

 2 blocks, totaling 262 acres of (IC) Improvement Cut (Intermediate Treatment for 

Density Management), 30-70 Basal Area 

 2 blocks totaling 242 acres of (CT) Commercial Thin (Intermediate Treatment for 

Density Management), 30-70 Basal Area 

 6 blocks, totaling 474 acres of (SW)  Shelterwood (Regeneration Treatment to establish 

Natural Regeneration), 20-40 Basal Area 

 12 blocks, totaling 819 acres of (ST) Seed Tree (Regeneration Treatment to establish 

Natural Regeneration), 10-20 Basal Area 

 0 blocks, totaling 0 acres of (RRT) Regeneration with Reserve Trees (Regeneration 

Treatment to establish Artificial Regeneration by Planting), 5-10 Basal Area- This might 

change with further field evaluation.  

 14 blocks, totaling 1,025 acres of (ST/OR) Seedtree/ Overstory Removal (Forest 

Protection & Density Management of young forest stand), 200 to 400 Trees per Acre 

 1 block, totaling 30 acres of (Sani) Sanitation Treatment (Forest Protection by Dwarf 

Mistletoe eradication), light removal 

 78 blocks, totaling 4,686 acres of (PCT) Precommercial Thinning (Density Management 

of young forest stand) 

 

 

Site Preparation Activities 

 

Excavator/Scarification/Piling and Broadcast Burning will be used under terms of the Timber 

Contract and the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) program to accomplish slash removal for fire 

hazard purposes, as well as scarification to bare mineral soil for site preparation purposes.  

 

The implementation of Whole Tree Logging has made site preparation activities be more of a 

block by block determination.  Regeneration with Reserve Tree blocks, Seed Tree blocks, and 

Shelterwood blocks will be heavily evaluated both pre and post treatment for the need for either: 

1) Excavator Pile (Exc/P) & Pile Burn (P/B); or 2) Slash & Broadcast Burn (BB); to accomplish 

Site Preparation for artificial and/or natural regeneration; as well as removal of the slash for 



creating planting spots. On site-specific regeneration blocks, site preparation may not be 

implemented to protect cultural plants. These blocks will have a plant-through of logging slash 

and brush with twelve inches of scalping of the ground by planters before the seedlings are 

planted.  The RRT blocks will be planted with seral species such as ponderosa pine and western 

larch.  Typically, Broadcast Burning for the purpose of site preparation will be implemented on 

the cable-skid blocks. The placement of tractor or hand fire lines will utilize natural geographic 

features such as ridgelines and natural barriers. 

 

Forest Development - Reforestation treatments: 

 

Treatments would consist of planting trees, conducting thinning on pre-commercial sized trees, 

slashing undesirable trees, along with the associated site-preparation activities of excavator 

scarification, underburning, and broadcast burning to prepare the site for planting, improve the 

stand composition to desired conifer species and reduce competition. 

 

 Most of area affected by the Columbia River Road Fire has regenerated to fully 

stocked/overstocked levels.  However, some areas were noted to be below minimum 

stocking levels during field visits last fall.  Further field time is needed to determine an 

accurate number of acres in need of planting.  Most likely no site prep will be needed 

prior to planting.   

  

 

 

 

 

Why is the project necessary? 
The proposed project is a necessary part of the Colville Tribe’s long-term forest management 

planning process and the Integrated Resource Management Plan.  A timber sale is necessary, in 

order to help the Tribe accomplish the following objectives: 

 

 Meet the goals set forth in the “Colville Indian Reservation Plan for Integrated Resource 

Management (PIRM) and the Record of Decision (ROD) 

 Implement silvicultural prescriptions to promote healthy, productive timber stands 

 Move toward the desired future conditions of forest areas 

 Regenerate unhealthy stands to seral conifer component 

 Alter tree species composition when necessary in regards to forest health issues 

 Thin to desired stocking levels 

 Salvage recent and imminent tree mortality 

 Reduce impact of insects and disease problems 

 Create wood products 

 Generate stumpage revenue 

 Create and support jobs and employment 

 Improve the transportation system 

 Reduce wildfire risks by treating hazardous fuels and ladder fuels 

 Provide opportunities to enhance other natural resource values 



 

 

Please attach a USGS 7.5 minute series topographic map, aerial photo, or similarly detailed 

map showing the location of the proposed project.  Please include the location of roads, utilities, 

and other infrastructure to be built as a part of the proposed project.  Proposals without maps 

may be returned for the proponent with a request for additional information. 

 

 Attachments(s), if any (maps, data, additional project description, etc.)  

1) Wildhorse Project PPF Map)  Wildhorse Project - All Blocks – Stand Summary Table for 

PPF. The Arc Map Shapefiles for Wildhorse Project Block Treatments are located on the Tribal 

Server, and the BIA Server at the following address:  Please call Shay Logue at Ext. 2565, if you 

need any help finding any of the above data. 

 


