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Project Proposal Form (PPF) 

 
Project Name: Haden Creek Forest Management Project                                        

 

Proponent Program: Omak-Nespelem District              Date: 04/2019             

 

Contact Name:  Spus Wilder            Phone #:   634-2565  

 

 

Location (i.e., address, local landmarks, etc.):  

 

Haden Creek Project Area is in the Omak-Nespelem Forestry District of the Colville 

Reservation, located in northeastern Washington State, and the only watershed within the project 

boundary. The north half of the project area is bounded by Lost Creek watershed, Swimptkin 

Creek to the southeast and Clark Creek the southwest. The project area is accessed by Lyman 

Lake-Moses Meadow Okanogan County road, Haden Creek BIA Road 68, Clint BIA Road 114 

and “The H Road”. The entire area encompassed by the project boundary is 6,571 acres.   
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Legal Description:  

 

Township 34N, Range 29E, Sections or portions of sections: 1 – 4, 8 – 17 and 21 – 24.  

 

Township 34N, Range 30E, portions of Sections 18 and 19.  

 

 

 

What is the proposed project? 

 

Forest Management 

The Omak-Nespelem District of the Forestry Branch of the Natural Resources Department of the 

Colville Indian Reservation proposes silvicultural treatment of approximately   2,951 acres 

within the project area. Approximately 2,669 acres are proposed for timber harvest, with a 

planned 10.8 MMBF of timber, and an additional 282 acres for pre-commercial thinning. This 

proposed project will require minimal new road construction with extensive road reconstruction 

to implement. Currently, road reconstruction for this proposal approximates 92.5 miles and 45.5 

miles of BIA System Roads meander the project and surrounding area. Approximately 90 acres 

of the project will be cable logged; all other acres will be harvested with conventional ground 

based systems. 
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Harvest activities include those necessary to manage and regenerate stands of timber to increase 

their vigor, growth, and resistance to insects and disease. These management activities include: 

broadcast and pile burning to dispose of slash and prepare sites for planting and/or seeding, 

machine piling of slash and scarification of soil to prepare sites for planting and/or seeding, pre-

commercial thinning, lopping and scattering of slash, etc. The specific locations of these 

management activities can be determined by reading the individual silvicultural prescriptions or 

by examining the summaries provided in Table 1 below.  
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Table 1. Activity table stating the proposed actions. 
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Why is the project necessary? 

 

Timber Management 

The Colville Reservation’s Plan for Integrated Resource Management (2016), calls for an annual 

harvest of 77.1 million board feet.  That same document indicates that roughly 10.8 million 

board feet should be harvested from the Haden Creek Project Area to reach the annual harvest. 

Timber growing, harvesting, and processing are major sources of income for the Colville Tribes 

and for their members. Timber revenues historically account for 80-90% of the Tribal budget 

(Klock 2000, Boyce et. al. 1998). In addition, logging and forest products processing is a major 

source of personal income for Tribal members.   

 

The Proposed Action responds to overall forest health concerns on the Colville Reservation by 

applying silvicultural treatments where degradation is most severe. Poor and declining forest 

health is due to the presence of out-of-balance ecosystems caused by the exclusion of fire and 

other past management factors (Stevens 1991, Holford 1991).   In addition, reconnaissance of the 

area determined that a considerable proportion of the timber in the area is infected with 

Mountain Pine Beetle and other insects, Dwarf Mistletoe and Armillaria root disease. Summary 

of forest health conditions in Haden Creek Project Area to be treated by the proposal include:  

 

• decadent Lodgepole Pine stands being impacted by Mountain Pine Beetle and wind 

damage  

• late seral species encroaching on Ponderosa Pine and Western Larch sites  

• Western Balsam Bark Beetle, Doug-Fir Beetle and other insect damage associated to 

large, continuous stands of late seral species  

• reduce Dwarf Mistletoe in non-endemic stands and prevent infection to established 

regeneration or adjacent plantations through removal of infected overstory  

• regulate species composition and structure within stands and configuration of stands on 

the landscape to reduce Armillaria propagation and improve overall forest resistance and 

resilience to other disturbances and climate change 

 

The Proposed Action also fulfills the need for forest regulation.  The PIRM (Klock 2000) cites 

the National Indian Forest Resources Management Act (P.L. 101-630, Title III) which requires 

that Reservation lands be managed for sustained yield.  Sustained yield is accomplished through 

regulation of the forest.  Forest regulation is the establishment and maintenance of size classes in 

such proportions and consistent growth such that an approximately equal annual yield is obtained 

(Davis, 1966).  This goal is attained by harvesting timber, providing for regeneration and 

subsequent stand culture activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


