
 

 

 

Colville Confederated Tribes 

Fish and Wildlife  

Department 
 

*Colville Confederated Tribes Fish & Wildlife PO Box 150 Nespelem, WA 99155  * (509)634-2110  * Fax: (509)634-2126 

 

Notice to the Public: A gray wolf was recently 

harvested on the Colville Indian Reservation. Only three 

wolves will be allowed to be harvested this season 

inclusive of both hunting and trapping. Harvesting 

collared wolves is not allowed. Hunters must report wolf 

harvest within 72 hours by calling Fish and Wildlife at 

509.634.2110. The hide/pelt must be sealed by CCT 

Wildlife staff within 15 days after legal harvest during an 

open season or within 15 days after the close of the 

appropriate hunting or trapping season.  
 

How can I tell the difference between a gray wolf, coyote 

or a large dog? Sometimes it can be difficult to 

distinguish between wolves, coyotes and dogs, especially in poor light, the sighting is brief, or if the animal is 

far away. Wolves and coyotes can be differentiated by their size, color and other physical characteristics. 

Wolves and dogs can be differentiated by their tracks and how they hold their tails. When walking, wolves 

typically place their hind foot in the same spot that they placed their front foot so the tracks overlap. The front 

and hind foot tracks of domestic dogs do not typically overlap. Tracks of domestic dogs are seldom longer than 

4 inches. Many domestic dog breeds have curled tails, coyotes and wolves’ tails never curl. 
 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 GRAY WOLVES (adult)                                COYOTES (adult)                                          
 

LENGTH: 4.5 to 6.5 feet  3.6 to 4.4 feet 
 

HEIGHT 

(at the shoulder): 

 

26 to 32 inches 
 

16 to 20 inches 
 

WEIGHT: 
 

60 to 115 lbs 
 

20 to 50 lbs 

COLOR: buff tans grizzled with  gray  and  

black,  but can also  be black  or 

white 

gray  or reddish brown 

 with  rusty  legs,  feet 

and 

ears,  and  whitish  throat and  belly 

 

EARS: 
 

rounded, relatively short 
 

pointed, relatively long 
 

MUZZLE: 
 

large  and  blocky 
 

petite  and  pointed 

 

 


