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Prepare for Flooding in Rural Areas 

If you live in a rural area, have a plan to shelter in place if roads become impassable. The shelter should have everything needed, such as 
communication devices, food, water, electricity, fuel, medical kit and emergency transportation. 
 
To be prepared to be on your own in general: 

 Assemble supplies, such as water and food, that don't require refrigeration or cooking. Have a battery-powered flashlight and radio, 
plus extra batteries in case the electricity goes off. 

 Have an emergency power source such as a standby generator. This is critical if you have livestock confinement buildings that need 
ventilation. 

 Move or prepare to move important documents. 

 Develop an evacuation plan and a kit containing medicine, money, documents 
and other items that can be grabbed during an emergency evacuation. These 
items could be missed in the chaos of an evacuation if not prepared in advance. 

 
If you have a well, septic system or propane tank: 

 Take steps to reduce the chance of contaminants entering your well. If the well 
likely will be affected by the flood, turn off the electrical power to the well and 
seal it by installing a watertight cap or cover. If you don't have time to install a 
watertight cap, cover the top of the well with heavy plastic sheeting and secure 
it with electrical or strapping tape or some other type of waterproof taping  
material. Don't use duct tape because it is not waterproof. 

 If your septic system's drain field may be flooded or saturated, plug all basement drains and drastically reduce water use in the house. 
Don't run water from a basement sump pump into the septic system or let water from roof gutters or the sump pump discharge into 
the drain field. 

 Plug floor drains if flooding is occurring next to the house as water can flow back through the septic system. Unbolt toilets from the 
floor and plug the outlet pipes, shower drains, washing machine and basement sink drains. 

 Floating propane tanks are a common problem during floods. Identify large tanks with your name and address so they can be returned 
if they become displaced. 

 
Specifically for farms or ranches: 

 Move machinery, feed, grain, fuel and agricultural chemicals, such as pesticides and herbicides, to higher ground. 

 Move motors and portable electric equipment to a dry location, if possible. 

 Anchor fuel and other tanks to keep them from moving with the floodwaters. 

 Determine whether underground tanks are engineered to keep them from lifting out of the ground if the contents are lighter than 
water. 

 Turn off electrical power to all buildings that could flood. 

 Keep an inventory of livestock and property, such as machinery and equipment. 

 Prepare a list of hazardous or potentially hazardous substances. 

 Move livestock to higher ground and be sure you have access to feed. 

 If you have dairy cattle, develop plans for moving your cows to temporary milking facilities and learn about emergency milk pick-up 
services available in your area. 

 Place riprap on the banks of earthen manure storage areas where flowing water may erode berms. 
Ken Hellevang, NDSU Extension Engineer 

https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/flood/prepare-for-flooding-in-rural-areas 

Educational information provided by:  

WSU EDEN (Emergency Disaster Education Network) and Colville Reservation WSU Extension 

With the Spring thaw melting the snowpack in higher elevations, we run the risk of flooding in rivers and streams. Higher water levels can 
negatively impact homes, wells, septic systems, roads and bridges. During this time, please be observant of your surroundings, as weather 
conditions can change quickly, water levels can rise rapidly, and roads and hillsides can slide unexpectedly. It is advised to check road   
conditions before traveling, as road conditions can change and detours may not be readily accessible. Please see emergency numbers on 
the backside of this sheet. For your safety and the safety of others, please heed all “road closed” signs. 
         ~~~Linda McLean, Colville Reservation WSU Extension~~~ 

mailto:kenneth.hellevang@ndsu.edu
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For information regarding road conditions, please contact: 

  

 

Educational information provided by:  

WSU EDEN (Emergency Disaster Education Network) and Colville Reservation WSU Extension 

Okanogan County 
Okanogan County Public Works Department 
 
County Engineer: Josh Thomson, P.E. 
Roadway Maintenance Manager:  Gary George 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
(509) 422-7300 office, (509) 422-7301 fax 
lutt@co.okanogan.wa.us 
 
Okanogan County Sheriff’s Office  
(509) 422-7200 or 911  

Ferry County 
Ferry County Public Works Department: 
 
Bob Breshears, Engineer pweng@co.ferry.wa.us 
Ron Charlton, Director pwdir@co.ferry.wa.us 
Tiffany Russell, Office Mgr. pwcontroller@co.ferry.wa.us 
(509) 775-5225 ext. 2507 
(509) 775-5226 fax 
   
Ferry County Sheriff’s Office  
(509) 775-3132  available 24/7
 rmaycumber@co.ferry.wa.us 

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ROAD INFORMATION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIBAL/BIA ROAD INFORMATION: 
 
Tribal DOT: Richard Palmer Sr., work (509) 634-2556 
  Richard.palmer.dot@colvilletribes.com  
 

BIA Roads: Darin Whiteman, work (509) 634-2551 cell (509) 631-1054 
  Darin.whiteman@bia.gov 
 

Inchelium Ferry: Operation updates:  (509) 722-7083 

   Work hours 7:30 am to 4:00 pm call (509) 722-5144 
 

Environmental Trust: Kathy Moses, (509) 634-2413 work (509) 978-8061 cell 
   Kathy.moses@colvilletribes.com 

North Central Region 
Okanogan, Douglas, Chelan, Grant & Adams Counties 
2830 Euclid Avenue 
Wenatchee, WA  98801-5916 
Phone: (509) 667-3000 

     Fax: (509) 667-2940 
 Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00am—5:00pm 

Eastern Region 
Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, Lincoln, Spokane,   
Adams & Whitman  Counties 

2714 N. Mayfair Street 
Spokane, WA 99207 
Al Gilson, Public Information Officer 
gilsona@wsdot.wa.gov  

KELLER FERRY 
Up to the minute service information for the Keller Ferry is always available via your telephone. Just dial                 
888-808-7977 (toll-free) from any landline or cell phone. The Washington State Ferries automated system will     
answer, give the time and will list the Main Menu. When the automated voice says “Main Menu” you just reply by 
speaking: “KELLER FERRY.” The system will then jump to the current Keller Ferry recorded information. 

Colville Tribal Police Department  

(509) 634-2472 or 1-800-551-5800 or 911 
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